Factors associated with variation in the superovulatory response of cattle.
Kafi, M., McGowan, M.R., 1997. Factors associated with variation in the superovulatory response of cattle. Anim. Reprod. Sci. Variability in the superovulatory response of cattle is still one of the major limiting factors in extensive usage of embryo transfer technology. A variety of approaches including recent attempts to eliminate the suppressive effect of the dominant follicle have been used to reduce the unpredictability of the superovulatory response of cattle. The development of techniques such as transrectal ultrasonography, have enabled a re-evaluation of ovarian dynamics during superovulation of cattle. In addition, advances in reproductive hormone assays have increased knowledge of the mechanisms controlling follicular development, ovulation and corpus luteum function. This review focuses on the current understanding of factors affecting the superovulatory response of cattle. Also, abnormalities of ovulation and endocrine disorders that may occur during superovulation are reviewed.